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BRI President Calls on Trump Administration to Condemn Attacks on
Burma's Christians at International Religious Freedom Summit

ELLICOTT CITY, MD — At the International Religious Freedom Summit 2026 held February
1-3, 2026 at the Washington Hilton Hotel, Burma Research Institute (BRI) President and CEO
Zo Tum Hmung presented compelling evidence of escalating religious persecution against
Christians in Burma and urged the Trump Administration to publicly condemn these attacks. BRI
has partnered with the IRF Summit since its inception in 2021.

Speaking on a panel titled "Beyond the List — Sanctions, Strategy, and Solutions: Strengthening
the Global Accountability Toolkit for Religious Freedom," Mr. Hmung unveiled BRI's new
report, "Burma: Severe Violations of Religious Freedom Against Christians." The presentation
featured documentation of churches destroyed by Burmese military airstrikes and accounts of
pastors and clergy killed or imprisoned because of their faith.

"I urged the Trump Administration to publicly condemn attacks on Burma's Christians," said
President Zo Tum Hmung.

Mr. Hmung noted that while Burma has been designated a Country of Particular Concern under
the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 since 1999, no meaningful action has been
taken against the military. The situation has deteriorated significantly since the 2021 military
coup, with ethnic minorities and Christian communities particularly targeted.

Paula White-Cain, Senior Advisor to the White House Faith Office, delivered a keynote address
expressing deep concern about religious persecution worldwide, including attacks on Christians
in Nigeria.

About the Burma Research Institute

The Burma Research Institute (BRI), formerly known as the Chin Association of Maryland (CAM), is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Ellicott City, Maryland, in the United States. It conducts
research and advocacy primarily focused on freedom of religion or belief in Burma, and advocates for
human rights and protection and assistance for refugees and internally displaced persons from Burma.
BRI also empowers the local Chin community in Maryland and across the United States to successfully
integrate into American society. (www.burmari.org).
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